The role of photographic and video documentation in the investigation and prosecution of child sexual assault.
Despite its widespread acceptance by medical investigators, the use of colposcopy to document ano-genital examinations after sexual assault allegations has attracted controversy. Concerns have been expressed about potentially negative effects arising from the misuse of photo-documentation with some arguing that colposcopic photo-documentation should not occur. We discuss the extent to which these concerns, so far as they relate to the medical examination of children and young people, are supported by the research evidence. We raise and answer four questions: are there negative impacts for children and young people from the use of colposcopy in the medical assessment of suspected child sexual assault? Does the use of colposcopy improve the reliability of the medical assessment? Does the use of colposcopy affect the outcomes in trials, and in particular, criminal prosecutions? Is there any legal or medical benefit to the retention of photo-documentation when the ano-genital examination reveals no abnormalities? We discuss whether the current practices in the use of colposcopy should continue, and what reforms to the law might be needed to protect against the misuse of photo-documentation of ano-genital examinations.